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Overview

• Record Contribution
• Matching
• Best Practices

– E-Resources
– Multi-volume sets



Record Contribution



Record Sharing

• Match & attach
• Insert new record
• Overlay



Matching Algorithm

• 001 – Control Number
– Note: any agency other than OCLC must have an 

alphabetic prefix

• 020/022 – ISBN/ISSN (ignoring $y, $z)

• Title

Note: RSB records match on 020/022 and Title















Overlay or Attach

• Encoding level

• Library with the higher overlay priority

• The record cataloged first







Is there any way to know…

who contributed the record displayed in 
Prospector?

This information is available through the telnet
version of Prospector. 

https://prospectorkb.coalliance.org/kb/index.php?action=artikel&cat=26&id=118&artlang=en&highlight=telnet


Best 
Practices



Electronic Records

• 001 Field
– No letter prefix = OCLC records
– Make sure you use the correct loader if you need 

to maintain prefixes (Sierra)
• ISBN/ISSN

– print/other format ISNs in subfield z
• Encoding Level

– Should be “U” or “L” for batch loads of e-
resources



856 Display

• Put 856 in bibliographic record rather than 
item if possible

• If item URL is required, make sure to set the 
encoding level so you are not the primary 
record

• Add item records if you want call number, 
holdings or status information to display



856 Display



856 Display





Multi-Volume Sets

• Model one, exhibit A – Single bibliographic 
record, single item record

• Model one, exhibit B – Single bibliographic 
record, multiple item records

• Model two – Separate bibliographic records 
for individual parts



Model One



Model 1 – Exhibit A





Model Two





Multi-Volume Sets

• While Model One is preferred, use whichever 
meets local needs

• Model 1
– Volume number is essential if parts are split

• Model 2
– Volume number should not be used
– Ensure your record doesn’t overlay the record for 

the entire set



Reference Documents

• Best Practices for Multimedia and 
Multivolume Sets

• Best Practices for Loading MARC Records for 
Electronic Resources

• Circulation Status Codes
• Overlay Priority Table
• Prospector Contribution Codes
• Library Load Priority Encoding Levels
• Prospector and Mobius Ptypes & Itypes
• Public Display Labels

https://coalliance.org/sites/default/files/best_practices_multimedia_and_multivolume_sets.pdf
https://www.coalliance.org/sites/default/files/BestPracticesRecordLoadingMARC.pdf
https://www.coalliance.org/sites/default/files/CirculationStatusCodes.pdf
https://www.coalliance.org/sites/default/files/ProspectorPriorityTable2020.pdf
https://www.coalliance.org/sites/default/files/prospectorcontributioncodes.pdf
https://www.coalliance.org/sites/default/files/LibraryLoadPriorityEncodingLevels.pdf
https://www.coalliance.org/sites/default/files/ProspectorPtypesItypes.pdf
https://www.coalliance.org/sites/default/files/PublicDisplayLabels.pdf


Questions?

Karen Neville (she/her)
Library Director
Red Rocks Community 
College
Karen.Neville@rrcc.edu
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