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Colorado Libraries Collaborate

● Colorado’s reciprocal borrowing 
program since 1991

● Allows patrons of member 
libraries to borrow directly from 
other member libraries

● Most Colorado libraries 
participate, in theory…
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Colorado Libraries Collaborate

A little history…
● Conceived and 

implemented in 1991
○ Originally known as: 

Colorado Library Card
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Colorado Libraries Collaborate

● A little history…
○ Revisited in 2017 

■ Revised/refreshed program guidelines to 
address library technology and privacy 
landscape changes

■ Promotional/awareness campaign to 
address staff and patron confusion
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Colorado Libraries Collaborate

●  CLC Member Libraries
○ Extend lending privileges
○ Eliminate non-resident fees
○ Establish process for issuing 

barcodes
○ Educate library staff about CLC
○ Promote CLC among 

community

https://www.coloradovirtuallibrary.org/resource-sharing/clc/clc-member-libraries/
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Colorado Libraries Collaborate

● CLC Resources 
○ CLC Member Libraries
○ CLC Program Guidelines

○ CLC for Libraries

○ CLC for Borrowers

○ CLC Marketing and Promotion

○ Sample CLC Policy
○ Contact: clc@coloradovirtuallibrary.org

https://www.coloradovirtuallibrary.org/resource-sharing/clc/clc-member-libraries/
https://www.coloradovirtuallibrary.org/resource-sharing/clc/clc-program-guidelines/
https://www.coloradovirtuallibrary.org/resource-sharing/clc/clc-for-libraries/
https://www.coloradovirtuallibrary.org/resource-sharing/clc/clc-for-borrowers/
https://www.coloradovirtuallibrary.org/resource-sharing/clc/clc-marketing-and-promotion/
https://www.coloradovirtuallibrary.org/wp-content/uploads/clcsamplepolicy.pdf
mailto:clc@coloradovirtuallibrary.org
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Colorado Libraries Collaborate

● Today…
○ Questions from libraries

■ What is CLC?
■ Who signed on behalf of my institution?
■ Can my library opt out?
■ Are we in compliance in terms of:

● Privileges?
● Registration requirements?
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Colorado Libraries Collaborate

● Today…
○ Question from patrons

■ Why was I denied a card at a participating 
institution?

■ Why do CLC policies vary from one 
institution to another?
● I was given a card but I can’t access 

Libby/Kanopy/etc.
● Why can’t I sign up online?

■ Can you remove an institution from the 
participation list?
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Colorado Libraries Collaborate



● Winter 2025: Completed an analysis of other states’ 
more recently adopted best practices
○ Identified and filled gaps
○ Revised unclear language
○ Added context to pre-amble
○ Removed dated content
○ Shifted content to system specific best practices 
○ Updated links and added resources 

● Spring 2025: Gathered Feedback on Draft
● Summer/Fall 2025: Reviewed and Incorporated 

Feedback

Colorado Resource Sharing Best Practices



● Next Steps
○ Final opportunity to comment Nov. 18 - Dec. 15
○ Submit comments via form: Colorado Interlibrary 

Loan Best Practices - Public Comment Form
■ Includes links to current best practices and 

undated best practices draft document

Colorado Resource Sharing Best Practices

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfIBIYBrgPxbNITO2CZD69V5vBVP-h5qI8aTdiOjneeBN1-Kw/viewform?usp=dialog
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfIBIYBrgPxbNITO2CZD69V5vBVP-h5qI8aTdiOjneeBN1-Kw/viewform?usp=dialog

